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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) E>3 Claim(s) 21-40 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 


1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/29/2003 has been entered. 


(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 21-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shrader (US patent NO. 6,639,582). 

As to independent claim 21 , Shrader (figures 1 and 3-6) teaches an apparatus 
that includes a first haptel (board 24 consists of rods 19) to generate a signal in 
response to a stimulus (user's finger 27 or hand 29) (col. 4, lines 13-17), a transmitter 
(Internet 17) to transmit the signal (col. 3, lines 28-34, step 64 of figure 6 and col. 5, 
lines 22-25), a receiver (computer 1 1 in the second terminal 2) to receive the signal 
from the transmitter, and a second haptel (board 25 consists of rods 19 on the second 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


terminal) to reproduce the stimulus responsive to the signal (col. 5, lines 1 1-53). 
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As to claim 22, as can be seen in figure 1 , Shrader shows that the first haptel 
(24) includes an array of haptels (19) to create haptel display. 

As to claim 23, Shrader (figures 1 , 3 and 5) teaches that the stimulus (user's 
touch by a finger or hand) consisting of a force (the finger or hand touch) and a 
pressure (col. 4, lines 14-23). 

As to claim 24, Shrader teaches that the first and second haptels (24 and 25) are 
touchpads, which are qualified as computer system pointing-device (col. 3, lines 28-33). 

As to claim 25, Shrader teaches that the second haptel (25) is configured with an 
information transmission system (computer 1 1 ). 

As to independent claim 26, Shrader teaches a method that includes, subjecting 
a first haptel (board 24 consists of rods 19) to a stimulus (user's touch by a finger 27 or 
hand 29), creating a haptel signal responsive to the subjecting (col. 4, lines 13-17), 
transmitting (via Internet) the haptel signal (col. 3, lines 28-34, step 64 of figure 6 and 
col. 5, lines 22-25), receiving the haptel signal and reproducing the stimulus on a 
second haptel (25) in response to the haptel signal (col. 5, lines 1 1-53). 

As to claim 27, as can be seen in figure 1 , Shrader shows that the first haptel 
(24) and the second haptel (25) include an array of haptels (19) to create haptel display. 

As to claim 28, Shrader (figures 1 , 3 and 5) teaches that the stimulus (user's 
touch by a finger or hand) consisting of a force (the finger or hand touch) and a 
pressure (col. 4, lines 14-23). 

As to claim 29, Shrader teaches that the first and second haptels (24 and 25) are 
touchpads, which are qualified as computer system pointing-device (col. 3, lines 28-33). 
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As to claim 30, Shrader teaches that the first and second haptels (24 & 25) are 
configured with an information transmission system (computer 11). 

As to independent claim 31, Shrader (figures 1 and 3-60 teaches an apparatus 
including a first haptel (24) wherein a first signal is generated in response to subjecting 
the first haptel to a first stimulus (steps 61-63 of figure 6) to be reproduced on a second 
haptel (25) (step 65 of figure 65), and the first haptel is responsive to a second signal of 
a second stimulus (steps 66-71 of figure 6), such that haptic data is rendered on the first 
haptel in response to the second signal to reproduce the second stimulus (col. 5, lines 
11-53). 

As to claim 32, as can be seen in figure 1 , Shrader shows that the first haptel 
(24) and the second haptel (25) include an array of haptels (19) to create haptel display. 

As to claim 33, Shrader (figures 1, 3 and 5) teaches that the stimulus (user's 
touch by a finger or hand) consisting of a force (the finger or hand touch) and a 
pressure (col. 4, lines 14-23). 

As to claim 34, Shrader teaches that the first and second haptels (24 and 25) are 
touchpads, which are qualified as computer system pointing-device (col. 3, lines 28-33). 

As to claim 35, Shrader teaches that the first and second haptels (24 & 25) are 
configured with an information transmission system (computer 11). 

As to independent claims 36-40, apparatus of claims 31-35 corresponds to 
method of claims 36-40, and would be analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 31-35. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 


Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chen et al. (US patent NO. 5,709,219) teaches a method and apparatus to 
create a complex tactile sensation. 

Gouzman et al. (US patent NO. 6,278,441 ) teaches a tactile interface system for 
electronic data display system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amr Awad whose telephone number is (703)308-8485. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, between 9:00AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Saras can be reached on (703)305-9720. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



A. A. 


